Brookes nodded in the direction of a
high-sided cat in the Basseterre [leet
*She's not one of my children,” he
said,

Beyond their role. as specialized
working sail in 2 contempaorary world,
Brookes's cats contain lessons about
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the potential resilicnce and longeviry

of wood epoxy composile consiruc-
tion, I've heard plenty of wooden-
boar purisis predict the doom of am
vessel built of plywaood covered in
glass. In Furness o such criticism,
numerous wood epoxy hoats do in

Frotected by its blue bag, Eagle's
boarding ladder geploys from belween
the trampolines on the foredeck,
allowing passengers easy access when
the cat is nudged onto a beach.

fact suffer from water intrusion and
extensive rol. Bur Brookes's cats serve
as o rebuttal w those voices: his hig
cats demonstrate that if well built and
maintained, wood/cpoxy boats can
last, and last,

Brooke's boats have not been
I"I,,!l'l'ii.‘l;]_ 0r kt'['.lr In |'|I'i|l;] COvIironmenis
Baked in the Caribbean sun, bashed
uTmiml in steep seas, and occasion-
ally tossed ashore or strined through
the pilings of 4 pier by hurricances,
most of Brookes's cats have sailed for
upward of 25 yvears without hogging,
rotting, or falling to bits.

And they're still making enough
money o generate demand for him w

build more, L PRE]

Abowut the Authar: Aaron Porter is
the menaging editor of Professional
BoatBuilder,

The science of epoxy
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